Cytogenetics in acute myeloid leukaemia.
A wealth of literature spanning 20 years describing cytogenetic abnormalities in acute myeloid leukaemia (AML) already exists. It ranges from single case reports of unusual abnormalities to large multicentre studies of hundreds of cases. A landmark publication was the Fourth International Workshop on Chromosomes in Acute Leukaemia which established a base line for diagnosis, prognosis and frequency of chromosome abnormalities in AML. Two large sources of information are a book, 'The Chromosomes in Human Cancer and Leukemia' and a catalogue of chromosome abnormalities, which aims to list all chromosome abnormalities described in the scientific and medical literature from 1973, when the widespread use of banding techniques, enabled the precise definition of the chromosome breakpoints. In this review the common cytogenetic abnormalities seen in AML with reference to associations with the French-American-British (FAB) classification, their possible prognostic significance and their associated molecular biology are summarized.